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Bridging the gap for the homeless 



by Jo Duckies 

CHURCHES are stepping in to bridge the 
gap as Government austerity measures 
are forcing more people out of their 
homes and onto the streets. 

In Oxfordshire alone around 130 beds 
will be lost as Simon House in Oxford 
and Julian Housing in Abingdon close. 

To highlight the increasing problem, the 
Revd Canon Dr Andrew Bunch, the Vicar 
of St Giles, organised a homelessness 
trail following a service on Homelessness 
Sunday in January. 

“Around 40 people visited 16 places 
that are used by the homeless. It was 
a good way of raising awareness of the 
issues that the homeless have to face.” 

During the trail an opportunity was 
provided for participants to talk with 
people who are coping with being 
homeless in Oxford. A Thursday lunch- 
time event at St Giles offered Oxford 
people the chance to hear about what it 
is like to be homeless by someone who 
was homeless but is now one of the staff 
of the Gatehouse - a drop-in centre for 
the homeless. 

“The big problem we have got at the 
Gatehouse is a funding gap. Expenditure 
was £140,000 a year last year, but 
income was £120,000. The deficit is 
due to an increase in wage bills and a 
fall in donations,” said Andrew. “What 
I’m really worried about is the impact 
of Government cuts and loss of beds at 
Simon House and Julian Housing.” 

The Gatehouse is open in the St Giles’ 
Parish Rooms during late afternoons 
and early evenings on every day except 
Saturday. It offers tea, sandwiches 
and an opportunity to meet in a safe 
environment. During the winter, hot soup 
is also offered. It also runs a clothing bank 


for the homeless as well as internet access 
and books and newspapers. 

Public meeting 

In Newbury, a public meeting was due to 
take place as the March edition of the Door 
was going to press, calling for more shelter 
for rough sleepers and opportunities 
to help them into work. Loose Ends is 
a drop-in centre which provides meals, 
clothing and advice five days a week, run 
by volunteers. Pam Hayden, a member of 
Newbury Baptist Church, runs Loose Ends. 


She said: “We run entirely on donations. 
We do a lot but there is so much more 
that could be done.” A new soup kitchen, 
funded by the Salvation Army, was 
recently started by Meryl Praill, who also 
volunteers at the Newbury foodbank. The 
new soup kitchen opens on Thursdays, 
when Loose Ends is closed. Meryl said: 
“We have only been going three weeks. 
The food bank is providing the food and 
Waitrose is donating bread.” Meryl said 
that official figures show that there are 


around 15 rough sleepers in Newbury, but 
that does not take into account those who 
are sofa surfing or sleeping in hostels and 
who don’t have their own home. 

Increase in homelessness 

In High Wycombe, the Wycombe 
Homeless Connection, which started as a 
winter night shelter run by churches, has 
seen an increase in the number of people 
using its services. 

Continued on page two ... 
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Bridging the gap for the homeless 


The Connection has a support centre, 
helping homeless and vulnerably housed 
people fill in benefit forms and housing 
applications and offering food parcels. It 
helps its clients by running groups to help 
them build confidence and gain life skills. 
Apart from the night shelter, which runs 
from January to March, there is no other 
emergency accommodation in Wycombe. 

James Boultbee, the Connections 
Operations Manager, said the organisation 
had been hit indirectly by austerity 
measures. “We have seen a huge increase 
in the number of people coming to us. 

That has gone up by 60 per cent and we are 
seeing a gradual increase in the number 
of people sleeping rough. We are trying to 
work out how to stay ahead of the level of 
demand. I think this is a result of austerity 
measures and the way the private rented 
sector has expanded so much. This means 
people are only offered assured shorthold 
tenancies which give them very little 
protection from evictions and rent rises.” 

The Connection has always worked 
closely with All Saints’ Church, in the 
centre of Wycombe. The Vicar, the 
Revd Hugh Ellis, said: “We work in a 


very integrated way with services and 
authorities. We have a van that comes once 
a week to the church, where the street 
people gather in the churchyard. They give 
them a coffee, a hot breakfast and have a 
clean needle exchange. 

“Some come into the church and light 
a candle. The work has developed at 
All Saints where the street community, 
including some are ex-homeless people, 
talk about us as their church. Even if they 
don’t worship here they come for prayer 
and a cup of coffee.” 


A day for clergy, LLMs and interested 
lay people to hear more about 
the current context of homeless 
and housing needs takes place on 
Wednesday 26 April, 10am to 4pm in 
Oxford. 



Generous donation for St George's organ 

A £207,000 donation from a visitor 
to St George's Wash Common has 
paid for the refurbishment of the 
organ. 

The church has been featured 
in the Door several times during 
a seven-year project to become 
one of the first carbon neutral 
churches in the UK. Last February 
the project came to completion. An 
organ enthusiast who was visiting, 
spotted the need for the organ to 
be refurbished and donated the 
money. The project was recently 
completed by JW Walker and Sons, 
the company that originally built 
the organ. Pictured are the Revd 
Paul Cowan , the former Vicar of 
St George's with Clive Grant ; the 
organist 




Priest retires after more than 60 years 

A PRIEST who is retiring after more than 
60 years of ordained ministry has cited 
Ephesians 1 as he reflected on his career. 

The Revd Ted Bale, 94, (pictured right 
on Remembrance Day in 2015, with his 
wife Sylvia) from Milton Keynes, who 
has finally retired, says he has been 
amazed and moved at the number of 
‘God-incidences’ that proved to be turning 
points in his life. 

“There were the quite extraordinary 
events through the Great War which led 
to my Mum and Dad meeting,” says Ted, 
who trained as a builder at Willesden 
Polytechnic in the 1930s before following 
his dream to join the RAF. 


Ted served in the Night Fighter Squadron 
in North Africa, before being posted 
to the frontline at Cassino in Italy in 
1944. This led Ted to much questioning 
about the meaning of life and eventually, 
after he married his wife, he felt Jesus 
“nagging him out of the RAF” and into 
the priesthood. “I went into the ministry 
via King’s College, London and my first 
job involved the building of a new church 


in Corby which needed my polytechnic 
knowledge. And there has been much 
more. During the renewal in the 1970s 
to my retirement in 1988 and all of the 
freelancing I have done, I can see how God 
has been at work. I can wholeheartedly 
refer readers of the Door to Ephesians 1, 
which talks of God’s plan for their lives and 
mine.” 


'Thank Your Vicar Day' at Curzon school 


CHILDREN from Curzon CE 
Combined School in Penn Street 
near Amersham took part in 
Thank Your Vicar Day recently. 

Headteacher Jacqui Coles said 
the school councillors asked 
classes to think about all the 
jobs a vicar does. They reported 
back to the RE co-ordinator 
and decided that they wanted 
to make a card for the village 
vicar, the Revd Captain Peter 
Simmons. He was unaware of 
the national Thank Your Vicar 
initiative when he visited the 
school for his usual assembly. 

"He was quite overwhelmed 
with the surprise at the end of 
his assembly, when the children 
showed their appreciation of 
him, gave him a card they'd 
taken so much care over and 
prayed for him." 



Fight poverty with soup this Lent 



PEOPLE across the Diocese are being urged 
to support Christian Aid by eating soup 
this Lent. 


daily opportunities to give, act and pray for 
communities like Michael’s, helping them 
to find a safe place to call home.” 


For example, in the Hambleden Valley, 
there will be a series of Lent Lunches to 
raise money for Christian Aid’s work. 

Organiser Penny Mcleish said, “Over the 
years we’ve raised thousands of pounds to 
help people in need.” The money raised is 
used to help people like Michael, who lives 
in South Sudan, where 6.1 million people 
urgently need humanitarian aid as a result 
of the conflict that erupted in December 
2013. Ongoing fighting has displaced 
2.4 million people, and up to 5.3 million 
people are at risk of severe food shortages. 

Michael, who is in his 70s and has 
gradually lost his sight during the past 
five years, fled alongside his family when 
government forces came to his village. 
Soldiers killed people and stole cattle, 
forcing Michael to flee to the swamp 
where he resided with his family for two 
months. When they returned, most of 
their belongings were gone, and they were 
left with next to nothing. 

With the help of fishing hooks and nets 
from Christian Aid, Michael is now able to 
take the younger generation to the swamp 
to teach them how to fish so they can 
continue to feed their community. 

Phil Evans, of Christian Aid’s Oxford 
office, said: “We are asking you to reflect 
each day on the blessings in your life 
through Count Your Blessings, inspired by 


Christian Aid is working with people 
displaced within South Sudan, who are 
living in some of the hardest to reach 
places, to provide much-needed food, safe 
water and sanitation facilities and essential 
household items, including sheeting for 
temporary shelters, as well as fish hooks 
and nets so they can start to rebuild their 
lives and become self-sufficient. 

Just £15 could provide fishing gear for a 
family like Michael’s; £8.50 could provide 
two cooking pots so they can eat a hot 
meal; and £3 could pay for two plastic jerry 
cans so they can store safe drinking water. 

Hambleden Valley Churches are 
holding three Lent Lunches on 
Saturdays 18, 25 March and 1 April 
in the Hambleden Parish Hall and 
at St John the Evangelist Frieth 
on Saturday 8 April noon to 2pm. 

For details contact Penny on 01491 
571288 or penny_mcleish@hotmail. 
com. 








Late night first aid at Readin 


A SERVICE that provides first aid and 
advice to revellers in Reading on Friday 
and Saturday nights is now permanently 
based at the Minster Church of St Mary 
the Virgin. 

The church had already launched 
Sanctuary in partnership with Reading 
Street Pastors, offering a space to chill-out 
for those who may need refuge during a 
night out in the hectic town centre. 

Now the First Stop, which used to 
operate from a bus in Broad Street, 
has moved to the Minster. Since it was 
launched in 2013 First Stop has helped 
over 1,200 people with physical injuries 
or in emotional distress, with 91 per cent 
of these requiring some form of medical 
assessment or treatment. Eighty three 
per cent of the people treated at First 


Stop would have otherwise needed an 
ambulance call out or trip to Accident and 
Emergency. It is estimated the service has 
saved the NHS £164,000. 

It is run by Reading Borough Council in 
partnership with Thames Valley Police, the 
NHS, Street Pastors, Reading Buses and 
Reading Voluntary Action. It is staffed by 
trained first aiders and medics from the 
South Central Ambulance Service NHS 
Foundation Trust. 

The Revd Stephen Pullin, the Vicar of 
Reading Minster, said: “We are keen to 
make the best use of the Minster to serve 
and support people in the town and we’re 
looking forward to joining forces with the 
First Stop team. Our current weekend 
Sanctuary project, run by volunteers, has 
proved extremely successful.” 


Faith tour for pupils from Maids Moreton 



The day of the drones in Chadlington 



IN February Maids Moreton CE School 
hosted a multifaith week, where the 
children were given the opportunity to 
learn about and compare three different 
religions: Sikhism, Islam and Christianity. 
As part of the week, the whole school went 
on the Queen’s Park Faith Tour in Bedford, 
where they visited a gurdwara, mosque and 
church all in one day. 

Queen’s Park is an area rich in both 
culture and religion, with Christians, 
Muslims, Sikhs and others of all faiths 
and none, living in harmony. The three 
main faith communities have places of 
worship within 300 metres of each other, 
and faith leaders have developed a very 


successful ‘Faith Tour’ for schools. The 
tour enabled the children to experience RE 
through first hand experience, as well as 
actively promoting spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development, and one of the 
school’s core Christian values: Respect for 
others. Keira Ainsworth, the Head Teacher, 
said: “In the context of our small village 
infant school, with limited ethnic and 
religious diversity, we felt that it was very 
important that the children became more 
aware of the different faiths and places 
of worship within the UK, enabling them 
to broaden their appreciation of diversity 
and make comparisons from a position of 
knowledge.” 


Ruth Valerio at Lent course launch 

"As human beings" says well known author and speaker Ruth Valerio, "we have 
been created to be involved in looking after this world that God has made." And on 
Saturday 4 March, Ruth will be speaking at the first of four sessions designed to help 
Christians and churches in our area grow in confidence about doing just that. 

She'll be sharing the story of her own growing recognition that the Gospel is good 
news for all creation - and how churches can start on concrete ways of prayer and 
action that show love of God and neighbour and make a difference to our local 
communities, as well as the wider world. 

If you'd like to explore how care for creation can be part of our personal discipleship 
and our churches' wider mission, get tools to help your church save energy and care 
for your surroundings, find out about what local community groups are doing and 
how you and your church can join in, then this - and the later sessions - are designed 
for you. 

The launch event takes place at the Wesley Memorial Methodist Church, New 
Inn Hall Street, Oxford, 2.30pm-5pm.To register, go to www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
environment or ring 01 235 851 763. 



CHILDREN got the chance to fly a £32,000 
Aibot X6 drone when Jamie Howe and 
Tim Vine visited Chadlington as part of a 
churchyard mapping project. 

The flying machine, with its camera 
attached, has taken hundreds of 
photographs of the churchyards in the 
Chase Benefice in North Oxfordshire. The 
data from the pictures is fed into a map to 
provide a record of where people have been 
buried. The map is then saved virtually in 
the cloud as a permanent record. 

Jamie Howe, from Atlantic Geomatics, 
gave Chadlington CE School pupils the 
chance to have a go with the Aibot X6. He 
told them: “Yesterday we were flying here 
and I took 250 photographs. From that we 
can make a map of every single grave and 
link them all together. 


The Aibot was a much larger piece of 
kit than any amateur or toy drones the 
children may have access to at home. Jake, 
aged 10, said: “It was exciting. I was a bit 
worried because I didn’t want to break it.” 

Lucy, aged nine, said: “It was amazing. 

I thought I was going to crash it but he 
showed me the controls and I got the hang 
of it.” 


For more pictures and a video of 
the children enjoying the drones go 
to w w w.oxf o rd .a n g I i ca n .o rg /d ay- 
drones-chadlington/ 


A full house for new PCC Tonight course 


ALMOST 200 people turned up for the first 
PCC Tonight course held in Berkshire in 
January. 

PCC members from across the area were 
invited to the CPAS course that aims to 
help PCCs to run effectively in order to 
enable their churches to fulfil their mission 
in their communities. 

Michael Bentley, from Warfield, has been 
on the PCC of his church for nine years. 

He said: “The very first point was about 
a PCC being about putting Christ first. 


It’s not just about business, that’s what 
really struck me. He said they explored 
nine reasons why a PCC meeting might go 
off kilter, how to handle difficult people. 
“What was impressive was to start a 
meeting they suggested getting your tea 
or coffee and sitting down with one other 
PCC member and find out how their week 
has gone. It’s about getting alongside 
people.” 

The Diocese’s Mission Team is hoping to 
run the event again in Bicester later this 
year. 
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"Open my eyes, that I may see wonderful things. 

- Psalm 119:18 
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Christian Blind Mission 


Sohrab is living his life in darkness. A simple 45-minute 
operation, costing just £95, could restore a child's sight. 
Will you help a child see the wonder of God's creation? 

Dear The Door reader, 


There are almost no words to 
describe the power of witnessing a 
child seeing for the first time, 
after eye surgery. 

Working with Christian Blind 
Mission, I am constantly moved by 
the astonishment and wonder on the 
faces of children when the bandages 
come off and they get their first 
clear look at those who love them, 
or even at themselves. 

When five-year-old Blessing's 
bandages were removed, he didn't 
say a word. He just smiled, looking 
in wonder at all the things we take 
for granted — the doctor's torch, 
his aunt's colourful bangles, his 
own reflection in a mirror. In 
seeing for the first time, Blessing 
sees the beauty in even the 
smallest aspects of creation. 

Just £95 can restore a child's 

sight . 

Now two-year-old Sohrab urgently 
needs our help. Born with 


congenital cataracts, being blind 
could devastate Sohrab 's chances in 
life, leaving him with no chance 
of an education, no route out of 
poverty. 

Just like Blessing, Sohrab is a 
perfect candidate for our help. His 
cataracts are a type that our teams 
treat all the time. But his parents 
live in poverty, and cannot afford 
the surgery. 

If you could give just £95 today, 

you could open a child like 
Sohrab 's eyes to the beauty of the 

world, and give them a future of 

opportunity and independence. 

Blessing is at last free to fulfil 
his God given potential. Please 
help make this happen for Sohrab. 


God bless you, 

'ou 


j^jOUUuTc 


Laura Gore 

Programme Manager CBM UK 



Christian Blind Mission is a huge inspiration to me. It works in more than 60 countries, including 
some of the world's poorest communities, to restore sight, mobility and independence to people living 
with disability. It's putting Christ's love into action for the most marginalised people. Will you join 
Christian Blind Mission by supporting this amazing work? 

Diane Louise Jordan 


_ 



Yes, I will give £95 to make a blind child see the wonder of God's creation. 
I will give: □ £95 □ My choice amount of: 

□ I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF voucher made out to CBM or 

□ Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro Card/CAF Card 




Card holder's name: 

Card number: □□□□□□□□ 


3-digit 
security number 


:□□□ 


Cardholder's 

signature: 


Expir y date: 

Date: 00/00/00 



X 

in 
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As soon as Sohrab has had his surgery, we will be sure to send you an update to let you 
know how he's getting on. 

We like to contact our supporters with updates from the projects we support. If you do not want 
to receive such messages from us in the future, tick here: □. CBM is registered with the 1998 
Data Protection Act. 

In the event of there being insufficient funds to carry out a project, or in the event of a 
surplus arising on a project, any unspent funds will be used wherever the need is greatest. 

Please return this form to: Freepost Plus RSKK-HXAX-CYGZ, CBM, 

Oakington Business Park, Dry Drayton Road, Oakington, Cambridge CB24 3DQ 


Increase the value 
of your gift by 25% 

If you are a UK taxpayer and if 
you tick the Gift Aid box when 
you make a donation, HMRC 
will add an extra 25p for every 
pound you donate. 

□ I want to Gift Aid my donation 
and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 
years to Christian Blind Mission. I 
am a UK taxpayer and understand 
that if I pay less Income Tax or 
Capitals Gains Tax than the amount 
of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference. 

We will need your name and 
address to claim the additional 
25% of your donation from 
Gift Aid. 


Call 01223 484700 to 
make your donation 
today. THANK YOU. 
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Spiritual guidance for older people 


BISHOP Colin was among the gathered 
clergy, writers and other guests at a 
special choral Evensong and drinks 
reception at Christ Church Cathedral to 
launch the new Bible Reading Fellowship s 
Bible Reflections for Older People series. 

The Revd Canon David Winter, a regular 
contributor to the Door, was also among 
the guests. He is one of the contributors to 
the series, written by older people for older 
people. 

In the central section, Debbie Thrower 
of BRF’s The Gift of Years ministry offers 
interviews and ideas to encourage and 
inspire. Debbie spoke at the launch at 
Christ Church about the Bible study 
notes as well as the wider work of the Gift 
of Years programme which tackles the 
loneliness of old age by supporting people 
in this generation in practical ways. 

As part of the work, there are Anna 
Chaplains to older people who deliver 

Postcapitalism: A guide to our 

future 

Paul Mason 

Penguin £9.99 

by the Revd Charles Chadwick 

I t is sometimes said that the state of 
the relationship between churches 
and western society means that we 
are now in Post Christendom. Hence 
the many missional and evangelistic 
strategies and schemes being adopted 
and promoted. Is it possible that we are 
also living in what might be termed Post 
Capitalism? As Ed Conway, Sky News 
Economics Editor, observed recently, real 
incomes are being squeezed, jobs are now 
less secure than in the past, and pensions 
are being diminished. The gap between 
rich and poor is widening, while our tax 
system seems to enable big businesses 
and wealthy investors to pay less tax. 

The impact of information technology is 
considerable, particularly in the world of 
work. 

In his fascinating and challenging book, 
Paul Mason, who is now a freelance 
journalist having covered business and 
economics for Newsnight and Channel 4 
News, explores how capitalism has changed 
over time and what its future might be. 

His study of the work of Nikolai 
Konratieff is particularly interesting. 
Konratieff had a theory that each long 
economic cycle has an upswing of about 25 
years, during which new technologies and 
high levels of capital investment come to 
the fore. This is followed by a downswing 
of a similar length during which recessions 
are frequent. It is of course just possible 
that the Church in this country also 
undergoes upswings and downswings, 
probably on a longer cycle than 50 years. 
For much of the eighteenth century 
the Church was neither healthy nor 
flourishing in much of the country. Yet the 
nineteenthth century saw an upswing, not 
least in the foundation of many schools 
to educate the poor and the commitment 
of Anglo Catholic clergy such as Charles 
Lowder to be mission priests in the slums 
of London Docks. Could it be that the 
Church is just about to end a period of 
downswing? While religion is not as 
influential as it was, say 50 years ago, 


spiritual care services and provide a way 
for churches to draw alongside older 
people. These ecumenical, community- 
based chaplains are promoting older 
peoples spiritual welfare. This approach 
was pioneered in Alton, Hampshire, and is 
now being used in a variety of contexts in 
other parts of the UK. 

Anna Chaplains frequent clubs and 
groups where older people gather. Such 
chaplains also create opportunities for 
two or three people to meet and talk, 
over books, poetry, crafts or other shared 
interests. They also make time to meet 
with people one to one. 



PAUL 

MASON 


POSTCAPITALISI 

A GUID 
TO OUR 
FUTURE 


people are undoubtedly still interested in 
spiritual things and this is likely to develop 
further as capitalism is increasingly, seen 
to be failing not least in terms of building 
social capital and failing to contribute to 
the common good. 

Paul Mason maintains that a post- 
capitalist world needs to work with some 
key principles. These include conducting 
some small-scale trials of new ways 
of doing things, and leadership being 
concerned with foresight and guidance 
rather than command and control. He 
maintains that we live in an age of human 
transition and that people have a different 
perception of the self, compared with their 
grandparents. How people view work, 
learning, consumption, communication 
and relationships has changed and is 
continuing to change. To reflect on 
how the Church may truly engage with 
all of this and to discern signs of Gods 
Kingdom breaking though in an unsettling 
and uncertain world may be of great 
importance. 

The Revd Charles Chadwick is the 
Parish Development Advisor for the 
Dorchester Archdeaconry. 


Who cares for Hou this Mothering Sunday? 



AGED 13 Hou fled to the UK from China 
when his parents were imprisoned for 
their faith. Vulnerable and isolated, Hou 
was lucky enough to get help from The 
Children's Society. Hou is one of the 
thousands of child refugees who arrive 
in the UK every year, facing uncertain 
futures. 

So, this Mothering Sunday The 
Children's Society is asking churches 
and church schools to send messages 
of support to some of the 674 child 
refugees who use its services every 


year. Inspired by the fictional story of 
the Peruvian refugee, Paddington Bear, 
the Society wants to collect suitcases full 
of messages of support, welcome and 
friendship and assurances of prayer. 

Free Mothering Sunday resources 
include a worship resource pack with 
everything you need to put together a 
church service, Sunday School, or school 
talk. There are also additional resources 
that will enable you to highlight the 
issues facing vulnerable children. 

For more see childrenssociety.org 


Life of the Beloved 
Our Greatest Gift 

Henri Nouwen 

Hodder & Stoughton £8.99 

by the Revd Tony Lynn 

A lthough these two books were 
originally published in 2002, 
they are as relevant today as 
they were then. That is the 
achievement of Henri Nouwen, so it is 
good to know that they have become 
available again. 

Life of the Beloved is Nouwens response 
to an unbelieving friend who asks him 
to answer questions that we ourselves 
may have asked at one time or another: 
“Who is God? Who am I? How can I 
give my life meaning?” One word is the 
essential response: “Beloved”. Such an 
old, unusual and powerful word: the 
book demonstrates how it is also a most 
descriptive and helpful word. 

Four shortish chapters examine the 
value of each of us as “Beloved”. Taking 
words from Holy Communion, Nouwen 
explains how we are “Taken”, “Blessed”, 
“Broken”, “Given”. That is because we 
have been taken by God to be his, and 
we need to celebrate that. Gods blessing 
is freely offered, but how often do we 
acknowledge it? When broken, when hurt, 
when damaged, Nouwen gently shows 
ways to face the pain. And, lastly, he writes 
that “our greatest fulfilment lies in giving 
ourselves to others”. 

The final chapter here tells how his 
friend reacts to what he has written. And 
no, I shall not tell you. But you need to 
know that I’m one of those who comments 
on his reading by scribbling in the margins 
and in the text. So much of this book did 
I mark and underline that it has become 
almost impossible to read the words! It is 
a tender, thoughtful, personal book: there 
are real stories about real people dotted 



throughout to illuminate the faith, the 
understanding, the humility of Nouwen. 

I finished this book knowing more about 
him, about Gods love - and about me. 

“...a tender, thoughtful, 
personal book...” 

The second part explains how Our 
Greatest Gift is to care, caring especially 
for the dying. It is practical, sensible help 
that Nouwen offers, for he widens his 
scope from the death of individuals - some 
touching tales here - to our own death as, 
essentially and only, trusting in Gods big 
picture. 

Nouwens style is simple, yet profound. 
Though he may have written in some 
sheltered eyrie, as he describes, yet 
he knows people: the intellectual, the 
handicapped, the famous, the rejected. He 
loves them all, and enables us to see them 
- and ourselves - as truly the “Beloved” of 
God. 
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My cwP 

of tea? 



Bringing people together. 
Showing God’s love for the 
poor. Joining a movement 
of Christians that’s been 
going for 60 years. 

If hosting a Big Brekkie 
fundraiser is your cup of 
tea, get your free pack at 

caweek.org/cuppatea 
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Christian^ 

week 


► 


week 


14-20 MAY 


60 years of Christian Aid Week! 
Celebrate by nominating a 
volunteer for a Diamond Award at 

caweek.org/60years 

Eng and Wales charity no. 1105851 Scot charity no. SC039150 Company no. 5171525 Christian 
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Bishop Steven reflects on the 
projects he's seen and people 
he's met as he continues his 
tour of the Diocese. 

M y journey across the Diocese 
continues. In January, I 
visited the deaneries of 
Buckingham, Claydon, 
Witney, Amersham and Wallingford. 

I’ve met farmers, young mums, RAF 
personnel, research scientists and local 
politicians. I’ve visited schools and 
community services and, of course, 
churches. Nine deaneries are behind me 
with twenty more to come. 

If Ive been down your way already, 
thanks for your welcome. If not, I look 
forward to seeing you soon. 

Just before Christmas, I read a 
fascinating report describing the way 
church life in Britain is changing. Its 
called Doing Good and its produced by 
Theos. Doing Good describes the growth in 
the ways local churches are serving their 
communities in all kinds of ways. We may 
be a smaller Church but we are making a 
bigger difference. 

According to one study, one in four 
adults in the United Kingdom access 
these kinds of “church services” each 
year. As holes appear in the net of welfare 
provision, so the churches (of all kinds) are 
stepping up. Often this work is done in 


partnership with other churches or other 
faith communities, charities and agencies. 

As I travel across the Diocese I see this 
kind of thing unfolding before my eyes. 

I was taken to a food bank in Chesham 
which serves the whole community 
and works closely with Christians 
Against Poverty. I’ve seen rural churches 
imaginatively and beautifully re-ordered 
to provide meeting places and hospitality. 
Ive seen parent and toddler groups 
forming community and friendships 
in market towns. I’ve met volunteers 
and befrienders for the elderly and the 
lonely. Many of the projects are new and 
have begun in the last few years. A huge 
amount of good is being done. 

“We may be a smaller 
Church but we are 
making a big difference .” 

I’m not really allowed to have favourites 
as the bishop but if I could pick one 
project to highlight it would be Men in 
Sheds in Winslow. Men in Sheds began in 
Australia. It aims to combat loneliness and 
isolation among men in mid life. There 
are linked and independent groups across 
England (and several in Bucks). 

The Shed here is actually a small disused 
factory. The local group rent it. They 
provide tools and workspace and open 


two days a week. Men come from the town 
and the surrounding villages and work 
on projects together: either their own 
projects or serving the wider community. 
There was someone working on a car the 
day I went, as well as woodwork, pottery 
and metalwork of various kinds. Anyone 
is welcome. Some of the groups are mixed 
gender. Its not a specifically Christian 
charity but Christians are involved. There 
are whole rooms full of tools and man 
drawers in every corner. Even a brief 
visit showed that the Shed is growing 
friendship and community in all kinds of 


ways. That is the kind of soil in which 
faith grows as well, given time. 

Almost all the projects I’ve seen are lay 
led (with local clergy in support). Ive had 
many conversations about how people 
would like to do more. I have no doubt I’m 
seeing a missionary Church in action. 

When the Diocese of Oxford looks in the 
mirror, we only ever see a fraction of what 
God is doing in us and through us. Thanks 
be to God for every hour that’s offered 
in doing good and every person who is 
blessed. 



Bishop Steven with the Revd Jen Brown, Science Missioner, to his right and Gordon 
Gill, Lay Chair of the Wallingford Deanery to his left with scientists from the Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratory. Photo: Paul Cowan. 



At the Chiltern Hills Academy in Chesham during the Amersham Deanery visit. 
Photo: Gill Lovell 


For more pictures from the Deanery Days go to www. 
oxford.anglican.org/DeaneryDays 
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We can manage the print of your 
leaflets, business cards, stationery, 
and almost anything else. 

We offer short runs as well as 
large quantities at great rates 
including FREE UK mainland 
delivery on most orders. 


• Distribution 


We are able to insert your leaflets 
into this and similar publications 
enabling you to reach a church 
audience in this and other CofE 
dioceses. 


A 


Great 
customer service 


CALL 



01752 225623 

sven@cornerstonevision.com 

www.cornerstonevision.com 



vision 


Ministry fo 


The Door tells the stories of 
some of those involved with 
churches that cater specifically 
for the deaf and hard of hearing 
in the Thames Valley. 

by the Revd Ben Whitaker 

M arthas Vineyard stands out 
in Deaf History. Through a 
mutation of a recessive gene 
brought about by inbreeding, a 
form of hereditary deafness existed for 250 
years in this place in Massachusetts in the 
United States, following the arrival of the 
first deaf settlers in the 1690s. 

Scarcely a family was unaffected and 
one in four people were deaf. In response 
to this, the entire community learnt sign 
language and there was a free and complete 
communication between hearing and deaf 
people. Deaf people were scarcely seen 
as deaf. The writer Oliver Sachs gave his 
impressions of Marthas Vineyard when 
he visited the island: “My first sight of this 
indeed was unforgettable. I drove up to 
the old general store in West Tisbury on 
a Sunday morning and saw half a dozen 
people gossiping together on the porch. 
They could have been any old folks talking 
together - until suddenly they all dropped 
into sign. They signed for a minute, 
laughed, then dropped back into speech.” 

In sharp contrast to those people in 
Marthas Vineyard, sign language users 
in this country who are deaf, are largely 
separate from the hearing world. There 
is very little of the integration which 
Sachs describes. British Sign Language 
is a language which is clear and visual so 
most appropriate for deaf people. Church 


members have been using and teaching BSL 
for many years, believing that everyone is a 
child of God and should have access to the 
Gospel and to the ministry of the Church. 
Many clergy, including myself, learnt sign 
from deaf people themselves. 

I have been a Chaplain with deaf and 
hard of hearing people for 21 years. Before 
then I worked in two parishes in different 
parts of the country. What drew me to 
deaf chaplaincy was that it was different to 
other forms of ministry I had experienced. 

I relished the challenge of learning a new 
language, and getting to know deaf people, 
to see their slant on the world. It has 
been a challenging and deeply rewarding 
experience. At the moment I work part time 
for the Oxford Diocesan Council for the 
Deaf. This is a charity and works with deaf 
and hard of hearing people to meet their 
spiritual, social and general needs, and to 
help give them a voice in the Church and in 
society. 

"... everyone is a child of 
God and should have 
access to the Gospel...” 

The work I do is not of course limited to 
sign language users. There are many more 
who experience hearing loss who lip read to 
a greater or lesser extent. Some lip read as 
an alternative to BSL. These people may be 
profoundly deaf and manage to integrate 
into the hearing world. Others experience 
hearing loss due to their age. 

Some people use hearing aids which are 
a great help. However their usefulness 
depends on the degree of hearing loss. They 


do not, for instance, help the user detect 
the direction of a particular noise. And they 
not only amplify particular sounds but all 
sounds around the user so that in large 
gatherings, as with many church meetings 
and services, holding conversations and 
hearing people properly can be difficult. 
Another barrier to using hearing aids is the 
perception that they are something to be 
ashamed about. Some people just like to 
complain that “people are mumbling” and 
cope as best they can. 

There are an estimated 2,000 people in 
the Oxford Diocese with a total or severe 
hearing loss, and up to 70 of these are 
currently active members of the deaf 
worshipping communities. One in seven 
members of the population are reckoned 
to have a significant hearing loss, and 
their needs and potential contribution are 
not generally recognized in the hearing 
communities. 

I work within a team of lay and ordained 
persons. And I work across the Diocese. 

In the same way as parochial clergy have 
oversight over people in a particular 
geographical area, so I think of myself as 
having concern for deaf and hard of hearing 
people who live in the Oxford Diocese. I 
take services in BSL, and support deaf 
people through pastoral problems. I take 
funerals in BSL, as well as being with deaf 
people at happier occasions like baptisms 
and weddings. 

I would very much like to encourage clergy 
to get involved in the Deaf Church, to come 
and work with us, to get involved in this 
unique form of ministry. 

The Revd Ben Whitaker is a part-time 
Chaplain to the Oxford Deaf Church. 


Being a part of a church signing team 



George Chapman from Milton 
Keynes describes his journey 
from college to work and how 
he enjoys volunteering as part 
of the BSL team at the Cross & 
Stable Church. 

I ’m 23 and live with with my parents. 

I have a younger brother and younger 
sister. I spent 10 years in a mainstream 
school, learning English, Maths, 
History and Geography as well as taking 
special lessons in BSL which I passed at 
Level 1 and 2. 1 enjoyed learning new things 
and I made a lot of deaf friends, and some 
hearing friends as well. I wasn’t very happy 
after my move to secondary school but I 
concentrated on my lessons as I wanted to 
make progress and get ready for my future. 

I was at Milton Keynes College for about 
four-and-a-half years. In the first two years 
I did English and Maths and Life Skills (like 
money and community and how to get a 
job). Then I moved on to two years doing 
IT. That was excellent. I really improved. I 
did several work experience placements 
while at school and college: Newport 
Pagnell Library and the Co-op in Newport 
Pagnell, and an office work placement at 
the college. They helped me to learn how 
businesses work and to decide what job 
I’d like to do. When I left college I started 
looking for work. It took me about a year. 

I did volunteering while I was looking, 
helping at signing classes and at the Job 
Centre. I did work experience at Morrisons 
and learned about health and safety and 


how a supermarket works. Then the Shaw 
Trust helped me get a job in Sainsbury’s 
cafe. That’s a real-life job and it’s been 
brilliant for me. I was nominated for a ‘Best 
Colleague’ award and while I didn’t win the 
national prize, I enjoyed the experience of 
the award ceremony in London in February. 

I help at Cross & Stable Church, an 
ecumenical Church in Milton Keynes, as 
part of the signing team. I sign hymns and 
readings as well as the Lord’s Prayer and 
the responses. At Christmas I will be doing 
carols and I’ll help people feel welcome. 

I first came to the church when I was 
young, but I got involved again about four 
years ago when Sue Baines (a BSL teacher) 


told me about the signing team and 
persuaded me to join. I love it. 

In the past I’ve been part of a drama club. 
I was involved for 10 years. I’ve done sign 
acting as well as BSL interpreting for the 
Christmas panto. There were some changes 
at the club and since starting work I’ve 
needed to concentrate on that, plus saving 
money and hopefully getting ready for 
living independently. 

At times I find it hard to join in the deaf 
community, as some deaf events happen 
in work time and that takes priority. These 
days I’m concentrating on work, and 
enjoying being part of the signing team at 
Cross & Stable. 




rthe deaf 


No limitations for Elizabeth 



Elizabeth Payne (pictured right) 
is deaf but refuses to be limited 
by other people's ideas about 
what she can acheive. 

E lizabeth is a member of the Cross 
& Stable Church, Downs Barn in 
Milton Keynes, which she attends 
with her husband Les. She was born 
and grew up in Kenya, part of a big family, 
with three brothers and sisters and lots of 
half-brothers and half-sisters. 

Elizabeth learned to sign at her primary 
school, which was a boarding school 
for the deaf started originally by Dutch 
missionaries and an hours journey from 
home. Kenyan sign language has a number 
of differences from BSL. The alphabet, for 
instance, is in a one-handed, American style. 
Elizabeth is multilingual in all sorts of ways, 
including signing. 

Her secondary education was at a deaf 
vocational school where Elizabeth did a 
nursing and caring course connected to a 
local hospital. There she met Les, who came 
from England to work as a volunteer teacher 
at a boys’ polytechnic. One of his friends 
was a volunteer matron at the hospital, and 
Les and Elizabeth met at a birthday party. 

They began their married life in Kenya, 
but moved to England where their children, 
Christopher and Joanne, were born. Chris 
is in the throes of university applications 
and hopes to do Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics at Oxford. Joanne is in Year 9 
and is starting her GCSEs. They are both 
hearing but good signers. “Joanne learned 
to sign very young,” says Elizabeth. “One of 
her first signs was ‘ice-cream’.” 

Elizabeth is a determined learner. When 


she told her family in Kenya she wanted 
to be a copy typist, they said, “You can’t 
do that”, but she points out, “I went to a 
hearing teaching college and succeeded 
in qualifying.” 

Here in England she has learned 
to swim and to cycle, and passed her 
driving test on her first attempt in 
2005. Her biggest driving challenge 
was to track down a driving instructor 
willing to take a deaf pupil. Elizabeth’s 
priority is her home and family, but she 
likes to be busy and in the mornings 
and evenings she works as a cleaner. 

She enjoys opportunities to meet up 
with deaf friends and has a number of 
craft skills. She was once part of a deaf 
sewing group. 

“...she loves the chance 
to be part of a signing 

community” 

It was a woman at Homestart that 
told Elizabeth about the Cross & Stable 
Church and the signed services there 
when Chris was a toddler. Like many 
mums, Elizabeth has known the isolation of 
caring for infants at home while her partner 
is having to be out at work. But she still 
describes one of her greatest joys as family 
and seeing the children grow up and thrive. 

Being deaf has had its frustrations, like 
people who tell her she can’t do things 
which she knows she can, or the lack of 
understanding by Government departments 
at times (DVLA included) but, says 
Elizabeth, there are advantages like being 
able to switch off sometimes. 


And new technologies can be a great help 
in communicating with friends around 
the world - by text, Skype or Facebook. 
They’ve helped Elizabeth to keep in 
touch with her oldest son Kenneth, who’s 
doing development studies at university 
in Nairobi, and catch up with friends in 
Germany and the USA. For Elizabeth it’s 
‘total communication’. She is used to living 
with hearing people and is a good lip-reader, 
but she loves the chance to to be part of a 
signing community. 


What can your church do? 


Essential for all churches 

• A high quality sound system of microphones and loudspeakers to be provided 
throughout the worship area; ideally bring in a sound engineer to advise you. 

• A hearing loop available throughout the church worship area and meeting 
rooms. (ODCD and other charities can often provide contributions towards the 
cost.) 

• A clear view of the worship leader and preacher. 

• Good lighting, falling on the worship leader and preacher. 

• A written service with clear responses, produced either clearly on paper, or visible 
onscreen. 

Good to have 

• Intercessions: written or on screen. 

• Sermon: written and full text or summary points on screen. 

•The provision of monitors in church "blind spots" such as behind pillars or in 
overflow rooms or chapel areas so that the worship leaders or preacher may be 
seen. 

• A high quality sound system of microphones and loudspeakers to be provided in 
all meeting rooms. 

• Avoid speaking over music. 

Ideal, in addition to the above 

•To provide a BSL interpreter within sight of the worship leader/preacher during 
services, and at meetings, especially public meetings. 

• When available, provision of speech to text software projected onto a visible screen. 

And now... 

If your church already provides some or all of these facilities, let ODCD know so 
they can be added to the list of ‘deaf friendly churches’ on the website. Email: 
odcdpastoralsecretary@outlook.com. 



For more information on deaf churches 
in the Oxford Diocese see www.odcd. 
org.uk/ For more stories about deaf 
people’s experience of church see 

www.oxford.anglican.org/deafchurch 
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enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Erne it it fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 


E Sargeant & Son 

Funeral Directors 


A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 

Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 

Windsor 
01753 865 982 


A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 

www. e sargeant co. uk 


funeralpartners.co.uk 




Funeral Partners 


No organist? Problem solved! 


Hymnal Plus is the ultimate 
worship music solution. 

This portable music box stores and plays over 2880 
traditional hymns and popular worship songs - all at the 
touch of a button! 

Easily create play lists, control the tempo, change the key 
and even choose your instrumentation. 

With over 7300 hymn book 
entries indexed to 10 
favourite hymn books 
(upgradeable), the great 
sound of Hymnal Plus has 
made it the choice of 

churches across the UK. £1999 inc VAT 

HymnalPlus' 

For your FREE demo CD... 

Call: Freephone: 0800 043 0503 
Visit: www.hymnfechnology.com 




lary, Beaminster, Dorset 
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Christian Care - 

Registered Care managers Opportunities 

Surrey, Yorkshire and East midlands 




UJe are looking for committed Christians with a heart for the care of 
older people and experience in management in the care sector. You 
will have a key role in helping to serve older Christians and lead and 
motivate a committed staff team. 

We are looking for special people who will make a positive and caring contribution to the 
lives of older Christian people through leading and managing our care teams in three 
locations (Surrey, Yorkshire and East Midlands). We are looking for people who: 

■ have management experience in a residential care or similar setting; 

■ are able to lead and manage the care team in the home; 

■ have excellent communication and people management skills; 

■ are willing and able to take a lead in maintaining the Christian ethos of the home; 

■ enjoy working with older people and can have an empathy with them, promoting 
person-centred care in all aspects of the work; 

If you are interested in our vacancy in the East Midlands you will have a current nursing 
qualification. 

Pilgrims Friend Society is an Investor in People and pays a competitive salary. We develop 
the skills of all our staff wherever possible, whether through on-the-job development, 
our own conferences and training programmes or external courses. Our team members 
are also motivated by a desire for self-development, and a sense of personal and team 
achievement. 

Our vision is to facilitate “fulfilled living” for those who choose to use our services. 

Our people are committed to this vision and it guides all that we do. 


PILGRIMS’ 
FRIEND 
SOCIETY 


CHRISTIAflS FOR OLDER PEOPLE 


/ 
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Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 


9 


working in collaboration with 

RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC 


The scale of drug and 
alcohol problems in the UK 

According to figures from the National 
Treatment Agency, it is estimated that 
293,879 people age 15-64 are opiate or 
crack cocaine users in England. 

The Office for National Statistics reported 
in November 2006 that the alcohol related 
death rate in the UK doubled from 4,144 
deaths in 1991 to 8,386 deaths in 2005. 

Gilead Foundations, working in 
collaboration with RECIC, has a continual 
success rate of 85%* for people measured 
two years after completing our 
rehabilitation programme. 

*Surveyed in 2014 

If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
or would like to make an 
application, please contact: 

Tel: 01837 851240, 
admin@gilead.org.uk 


Offering a residential rehabilitation programme 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 
behaviours. 

Based on a working farm in rural Devon, with a 
dairy herd and free range egg production. 

Service users also receive life skills and vocational 
training in agricultural and administrative roles. 

“The work therapy and training at Gilead helped to 
stabilise and train me for life outside. Since 
completing the programme, I have moved into my 
own home with my son and I have a full time job 
which I love. It has been a challenging time taking 
on full responsibility and control of my life.” 

Pam, Gilead graduate in 2013, formerly addicted to 
heroin and valium from the age of 1 6 


Unlocking people... 
Releasing potential 




On the Money 

Urban Ministry - why it matters 


WHILE the Oxford Diocese is less deprived than England as a whole, there are 1 3 
neighbourhoods that are in the 1 0 per cent most deprived in England - nine in Milton 
Keynes, two in Oxford and two in Reading. In addition, 42 neighbourhoods are in the 
1 0 to 20 per cent most deprived category with 70 more in the 20 to 30 per cent of the 
most deprived in the UK*. 

Of the £3.3m the Diocese receives as glebe income, in 2017 £900,000 has been for 
the support of areas of deprivation which are mainly urban. This money is used to 
reduce the parish share in poorer neighbourhoods. This allows churches in those 
neighbourhoods to focus their resources on support for the individuals and families 
they aim to serve. 

Here the Door presents just a few stories of urban churches working to serve poorer 
people in their communities. 

*UK Government ; Index of Multiple Deprivation 2015 data supplied by Miso to Jane Perry for the 
Diocese's For Richer, For Poorer report. (Publication forthcoming.) 


Fresh fruit and veg in Rose Hill 



ONE afternoon each week the 
Community Cupboard in Rose Hill, 

Oxford, helps people by serving a cuppa 
and a snack and sending them home 
with a loaf and a nutritious bag of fresh 
fruit and veg. 

Visitors can chat, colour and play 
games while waiting to choose some 
groceries at the drop-in centre at Rose 
Hill Methodist Church. The project 
started after the Revd Sarah Northall, 
the former curate from St Marys in 
Iffley, and methodist Deacon Carole 
Smith, realised how many people in the 
area were going hungry. 

“People were coming into the Rose 
Hill Advice Centre saying they hadn’t 
eaten in days. We wondered what we 
could do about it. We’d prayed about it 
and someone from the Oxford Food Bank 
offered the opportunity to partner with 
them to get food into homes in Rose Hill,” 
says Carole. 

The food bank collects surplus fresh 
food from retailers and wholesalers and 
distributes it to projects across the city but 
wanted to get the food into the homes of 
people in need. People are given invitations 
to visit the Community Cupboard to collect 
food by agencies such as the Rose Hill and 
Donnington Advice Centre, but people can 
also drop in for a snack and a chat. At the 
end of the session people are welcome to 
share in any food remaining once people 
with invitations have taken what they need. 

“We didn’t want it to just be handing 
out a food parcel but about hospitality 


reflecting God’s welcome,” said Carole. “It 
started in the Advice Centre but outgrew 
the facilities so moved to the Methodist 
Church, where it’s evolved into a real 
social space for people to meet. It’s been 
about building relationships as well as 
distributing food. The food is surplus and 
the people who use it are doing something 
wonderful, stopping waste and helping the 
environment too.” 

The Community Cupboard is run by St 
Mary’s Church (which has responsibility 
for the project) and Rose Hill Methodist 
Church. Sarah has now left Iffley and 
Carole is due to move on in the summer so 
new people are needed to run the project. 

For more information contact Carole on 
carole.smiih316@gmail.com or 

01865 712880. 


Investing in an urban culture 



FROM visiting local secondary schools to working with refugees, the Revd Tim 
Norwood's (pictured above) role as the Area Dean of Milton Keynes allows him to 
invest in the urban culture of the town. 

Without responsibility for a specific parish, Tim gets involved in all sorts of 
projects and campaigns, and helps churches to plan on a more strategic level. 
Milton Keynes has nine neighbourhoods that are in the 1 0 per cent most deprived 
in England according to the overall index of multiple deprivation referenced in 
the introduction above. "Quite a large chunk of my job is about supporting the 
parishes and developing the Deanery. But there has been real value in having 
someone available with a city-wide mission focus and I have been able to do things 
I couldn't possibly have done from a parish base." 

One example of Tim's work has been with one of the most deprived parishes in 
the Oxford Diocese. St Frideswide's Church in Water Eaton has not had a priest for 
the last 10 years, but this is changing after three years of 'interim ministry'. Tim has 
helped the parish plan and prepare for the future. As a result, the Revd Catherine 
Butt, who serves in the Bletchley Benefice, is about to become the Vicar and will be 
bringing a new team with her. 

In the community, Tim gets involved in Citizens MK (www.citizensmk.org.uk) - 
an organisation that campaigns for the common good in Milton Keynes. Projects 
include working with refugees and encouraging local employers to pay their 
workers the 'Real Living Wage'. 

"One of the things that has struck me is that I have never been invited into the 
local secondary schools as a minister, but I've been into a number of them to do 
community organising, helping young people to think about what they could do 
for the benefit of others. I did a season with a secondary school thinking about a 
refugee project and helping them to put together a social enterprise. 

"I've been able to get involved in city-wide projects and that has helped me to 
craft the agenda into more urban and deprived areas. I've been able to focus on 
areas of high need." 


'Grow your own' food and a theatre school in East Reading 


A GARDEN project in East Reading is 
providing a practical alternative to food 
banks. 

The Revd Graeme Fancourt, the Vicar of 
the Reading St Luke with St Bartholomew 
Benefice, said his congregations are very 
involved with alleviating food poverty. 

“We give to the foodbanks. I recently 
took three estate car loads of food, but 
we see them as a temporary measure. It is 
de-humanising for people to be reliant on 
one.” 

So, a grant from the Church Urban 
Fund has allowed the development 
of a community garden, which is just 
reaching the second stage of development. 
A co-ordinator has been appointed 
in partnership with a group entitled 
Food4Families (www.food4families. 
org.uk). Food4Families helps Reading 


residents manage land for growing food, 
encourages healthier eating and lifestyles. 

Weekly gardening classes are planned 
for people growing food in the garden, 
and for those living in flats to learn how 
to grow food on their balconies. We try 
and ensure the gardening sessions are 
multi-generational. There are young 
children who have no grandparents and 
older people with no grandchildren so 
this is building community among people 
of different ages. They enjoy that.” A free 
monthly Sunday lunch is also held for 
everyone and Graeme hopes that can be 
expanded. 

The Benefice is also working in 
partnership with Read College - a 
theatre school for people who wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to afford to study 
performance arts, (http://www.rdtc. 
org.uk) The college holds its classes 


in St Bartholomew’s Church, 
working closely with the church 
and holding events including 
an annual Christmas Carol-oke 
service. 

“50 per cent of their students 
are on bursaries, many of which 
cover all of the tuition costs. 
They were looking for new 
premises and decided that this 
was the right way forward. It’s a 
residential school with students 
living in rooms rented from the 
university. They offer foundation 
degrees in music, dancing, acting 
or singing. It is fantastic the 
way it is serving young people 
from economically or socially 
disadvantaged backgrounds.” 

Right: Tree planting at the 
community garden. 
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ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 


St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
Eucharist and Daily office in St 
Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 
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Garden Director (voluntary) 

Nestling between the busy Cowley and Iffley Roads in Oxford, All Saints Gardens have been an important 
and special place since 1879 for all those whoVe used them. ASSP are seeking a knowledgeable and 
committed person, able not only to take responsibility for the long and short term planting but for the direction 
of the two gardeners and, hopefully, volunteers to support them in future. Do you have a little time to spare on 
a consistent basis? Do you take pride in your knowledge experience and interest in large gardens designed 
for sanctuary, reflection and moderate production? If so, we need someone like you who can take on the 
overall direction of the gardens and grounds on behalf of ASSP and the resident projects. 

Whilst a gardening or horticulture qualification will be an advantage, we are more interested in someone 
who can demonstrate their experience and aptitude in order to meet our needs and work alongside us, 
the Greyfriars, St Johns Home and Helen and Douglas House children’s hospice. Whilst this is a voluntary 
position we are offering an honorarium of £1 ,200 p.a. 

For further information and a role description please contact: 

timwhitworth8@gmail.com www.allsaintssistersofthepoor.co.uk 



HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, HEADINGTON QUARRY, 

\OXFORD 

is looking for a part-time 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES CO-ORDINATOR 


COULD IT BE 


We are looking for someone to lead an enthusiastic and able team of volun- 
teers and take forward our children and families work. The applicant needs to 
be a communicant member of a church and theologically aware. 


We have an inclusive, open-minded approach and a passion to give children 
the tools they need for a life-long journey in faith. 



The post will be 12 hrs/week (incl holiday) with a pay 
range of £8. 50-£l 0.50/hr, depending on training and 
experience. The hours could expand and The PCC 
have agreed to fund the post for 3 years. 

For more information, job description and 
application form, please contact : 

Susie Stead at soozstead@gmail.com 
or ring 07962531704 


The closing date for applications is Sat 1st April 

See our church website: www.hthq.org.uk for a flavour of what we’re like. 


POLITE CUSTOMER NOTICE 

This is not a ‘pitch to sell’ or an ‘offer must end’ message, 
just to pass on some information that you may find of 
interest. If you drive a car, it is fair to say that at some 
stage you will probably want to change it. This is just to 
inform you that whenever you choose to, there is a small, 
professional Christian company who can look after you. 

The team at Priory Automotive has over 40 years experience 
in supplying the finest used cars to Clergy and church 
members up and down the country. Not only are their prices 
always fair, you can be sure of an honest and ethical service, 
and best of all you are guaranteed a superb car. Nothing 
is left to chance, with full history checks and industry 
leading levels of preparation, the experts at Priory will not 
let you down. 

So when you fancy changing your car, try Priory, they are 
friendly, hugely experienced and totally independent, you 
will not be disappointed in any way. Part exchange is 
welcome and every car is delivered directly to your door, 
free of charge, in fact they are no hidden costs or sneaky 
fees, just one clear price. 

Tel: 0114 2559696 or visit www.prioryautomotive.com 




ALL MAKES & MODELS SUPPLIED 

from a tailor-made service supplying vehicles 
ONLY to Clergy, Church Members and Charities 



Every vehicle comes complete with service, 
history check, warranty, MOT, road tax and valet 

■ Over 35 years experience ■ Part exchange welcome 

■ Honest, ethical and reliable ■ NO HIDDEN COSTS! 


NATIONWIDE 

DELIVERY! 


PRIORY 

AUTOMOTIVE 


99% 


CUSTOMER . .. 

satisfaction! www.prioryautomotive.com 


SEEN 


You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 
High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170 , 000 . 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 


or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 


TD 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

READERS SPECIAL OFFER 
Mention this advert to receive your readers discount 

LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 

available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2018 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 

Single trip cover (NO max. age) 

Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 


2 TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 




Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 
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AUTUMN 2016 



Fairer 

Finance 



GOLD RIBBON 

Home insurance 


Choose award-winning 
home insurance for a 
fairer deal 

We’re proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of 
home insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints 
handling and being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent 
standard of cover and levels of service we offer you. 

Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345 

(8am to 6pm weekdays) 

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance 

The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. *Minimum premiums apply. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 
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This year’s Easter story 



A 24 page Easter story-activity book illustrated by Alida 
Massari is included in the Original and Dark eggs. 


How to order 


FREE DELIVERY* 


Pay online by card - The simplest way 

to pay is to visit our online shop at www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

Payment by cheque - Complete the form below and return to: The 
Meaningful Chocolate Company, 11a Eagle Brow, Lymm, WA13 OLP. Cheques 
payable to The Meaningful Chocolate Company Ltd'. 

Delivery Address: 


First Name: 


Surname: 


Tel. No: (Daytime) 


The egg that shares the Easter story 


Original Real Easter Egg (150g) 

(£3.99 each must be ordered in multiples of 6) £23.94 


The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010. It was a 
real struggle as all the supermarkets turned it 
down at first. 

To date, we have sold more than one million eggs 
with 750,000 of these sent through the post 
directly to churches and schools. 


Not only has there been an increase in Fairtrade 
chocolate sales, but nearly £250,000 has been 
donated to charity.** 

To allow us to continue to make The Real Easter 
Egg, we need people to switch and buy. 

**There is a charitable donation for every 1 50g egg sold. 


Special Edition Real Easter Egg (280g) R 

Can be ordered in singles, each egg £8.50 


i 


Dark Real Easter Egg (180g) j 

(£5.50 each must be ordered in multiples of 6) £33.00 1 


Postage b Packaging 
See terms and conditions below 


No. of Eggs 


FREE* 

or £4.95 


Buy now at: 


*Free delivery on orders over £45. 


Grand 

Total 


Total 
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CHURCH TIMES 

Special offer for PCC members 

— your window on to the church news that matters 

.=> Practical advice for building projects, fundraising, community events, 
appointing a new vicar and more 

Valuable news of church legislation from our legal correspondent 
News from the wider Church and local parish success stories 
Lively comment and analysis of the issues facing today's Church, plus weekly 
features, books, arts and cartoons! 


■=> 

■=> 

■=> 


Special offer for PCC members: subscribe now for JUST 125 for six months 

— that's 26 issues at just 96p a week 


Less than half price! 


For this you'll get: the Church Times delivered every Friday, full use of the website 
and iPhone/iPad app, and digital access to every copy since 1 863 

Plus - we'll send you a FREE copy of The PCC Member's Essential Guide, worth £6.99, 
when you subscribe. 

Subscribe online today: www.churchtimes.co.uk/pcc 

New UK subscribers only. Offer ends 30 June 201 7 







News 



Islip children 'on song' 


CHILDREN from Doctor Souths CE 
Primary School in Islip provided 
the choir for the annual Service for 
Headteachers and Governors at 
Christ Church Cathedral last month. 

The choir, accompanied on piano 
by headteacher, Huw Morgan, were 
praised for their singing by many of 
the people who attended the packed 
service. 

Competition winners 

The winners of the competition in the February issue of the Door are Faye 
McGeehin of Compton, Lesley Wasley of Charlbury and Anne Pennock of 
Maidenhead. Each will receive a copy of The Beauty and the Horror by the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries. 



Greenham children help fund school in Ghana 



A SCHOOL in Newbury has 
provided education for a 
village in the Volta region of 
Ghana. 

On Thursday 2 February the 
Right Revd Matthias Kwabla 
Medadues of The Diocese 
of Ho in Ghana visited St 
Mary's, Greenham to hear 
the Revd Canon Bernard 
Dagnall speak about the 
work of Newbury people to 
support children and families 
in a remote region of Ghana. 

Canon Bernard was speaking 
to St Mary's Church Open 
Vine Group. 

Bishop Matthias believes God gave him a 
vision for building a new school to provide 
food and education to the children in a 
remote and rural part of Ghana. St John the 
Evangelist CE Infant and Nursery School over 
several years has raised the money to build 
the new school. 

Canon Bernard, a previous Vicar of St John's 
Church, Newbury, said "The original school 
was open to the torrential rain and scorching 
sun and so the children did not very often 
have a full day's education. Bishop Matthias 
was instrumental in raising funds from St 
John's School. He had been a frequent visitor 
for many years to St John's Church, and so was 
known and loved by the congregation and the 
staff and pupils at the school." 


Revd David McLeod, Vicar of St Mary's 
Greenham, said "This new school shows us 
what can be achieved when people work 
together for the benefit of others. Many lives 
have been transformed as a result of the 
money raised and uniforms made by people 
in Newbury. Seeing the smiles on children's 
faces is a wonderful reminder of how all of 
us can 'let our light shine'and make a very 
real difference in the world by helping other 
people, whether they're in Newbury or 
Ghana." 

St Mary's Open Vine is a weekly group 
for women to meet together, pray, chat 
and learn from a variety of speakers. 

New members are very welcome. More 
information is available by emailing 
stmarysgreenham@gmail.com. 
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Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door , Church House Oxford [ Langford Locks , Kidlington , 0X5 1 GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 

sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 

Bishop of Kinshasa hails 'a new partnership in prayer' with 
the Oxford Diocese's Mothers' Union 



As Oxford Diocese's Mothers' Union 
prepares to pray with and for its 
links in the annual Wave of Prayer, a 
visit with one link's new bishop has 
brought new depth to the sharing in 
thanksgiving and intercession. 

The Rt Revd Achille Mutshindu, 

Bishop of Kinshasa, visited Alison 
Bennett, Diocesan President of the 
Mothers' Union, and Rosemary Peirce, 
the Oxford MU's correspondent for 
its Kinshasa link, when he came to 
the UKfor a new bishops' course in 
Canterbury. 

Bishop Achille shared the challenges 
and joys of his diocese, which 
includes not only Kinshasa but much 
of the central Congo - an area a little 
larger than Germany, with a population of 24 million. 

The Diocese offers many opportunities, but its size is 
also a problem, the Bishop noted. The vast distances 
make it hard to establish or maintain parishes in more 
remote areas. The Kinshasa region also faces political 
instability, which means that many people are unable 
to find employment. In the city, where there is less 
capacity to grow food, most can afford to eat only one 
meal a day. 

Despite this, the churches and Mothers' Union are 
active and have a vision for expanding the Church. 
Bishop Achille asked for our prayers for the country and 


the elections due this year, for the Diocese's work, the 
mothers, their mission work, and friendships that can 
overcome issues of distance. 

Alison and Rosemary also shared the challenges and 
joys we face here. Bishop Achille had already picked up 
on the issues materialism poses in our culture. 

"We are going to pray for you," he said, "and we'd ask 
that you also pray for us because the mission ... the Lord 
has given us is a great mission." 

The Wave of Prayer takes place from the 20 - 22 of 
April. All are welcome to join in. Materials can be 
found at www.muoxford.org.uk 


An alternative 
to Mothering 
Sunday 

by the Revd Sue Morton 

W ith Mothering 
Sunday coming 
up later this 
month we have, 
quite rightly, a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate; to 
give thanks to - and for - 
those who have mothered 
us. An array of treats is usually on offer: high street 
restaurants are full of the promise of delicious Mothers 
Day lunches; the shops are brimming with cards and gifts. 

When my four (now adult) daughters were young I used 
to be brought a Mothers Day breakfast in bed. I would lie 
there listening to the cereal and toast preparations, trying 
to ignore the squabbles about who would carry the tray 
as little footsteps made their way up the stairs. Then four 
small faces would appear in the doorway eager to give me 
their carefully made gifts and cards. All these years later, I 
still have those homemade cards tucked away safely. 

However, I was conscious that this was not everyone’s 
experience of Mother’s Day. The first year that I led a 
Mothering Sunday service as a Curate, I looked round 
at the faces before me and wondered about the people 
who were not there that morning; the pews that would 
remain empty because Mother’s Day is just too unbearably 
difficult, too painful. 

And it was from this sense of emptiness that the 
Footprints service was born; a service - held the week 
before Mother’s Day - especially for those families who, 
at some point in their lives had lost a child at any stage of 
life, from pregnancy to adulthood, or had been affected by 
such a loss. 

“...we have had the privilege of 
walking beside grieving families 
from across the Oxford Diocese 
and beyond...” 

Since Footprints began four years ago we have had the 
privilege of walking beside grieving families from across 
the Oxford Diocese and beyond: some families come raw 
with grief having lost an adult child that very week; some 
come because they had lost a baby 50 years previously. 

Last year teachers from a local school came to remember a 
pupil who had died recently. All are welcome. 

Our hope and prayer is that people will sense God’s 
loving presence in the hymns or songs, music, prayers and 
candle lighting and will find this a safe place to remember 
their child. Sometimes at Footprints we have given 
families a snowdrop to plant in memory of their child, or a 
candle to take home as a reminder of Christ’s light even in 
the darkest of places. 

And why ‘Footprints’? Because we never forget 
the children we have lost; their footprints are always 
imprinted on our hearts, just as their names - and ours - 
are carved on the palm of God’s hand. 

The Revd Sue Morton serves in the Hambleden Valley 
Benefice. 

Footprints service 

The Footprints service takes place on Friday 1 7 
March at 7.30pm at St Peter and St Paul's Church, 
Medmenham. 


God in the Life of... 

...continued from page 16 

I felt the scepticism rising up in me.” Then they began 
talking and she discovered the woman was from the 
village where Kate was brought up. “I said, ‘OK Lord, I’m 
listening now.’” She says the experience of healing was 
extraordinary. “It was like electricity passing through my 
body. I saw this incredible face [of Jesus] in front of me, 
coming towards me. I felt the cancer leaving my body 
almost like dust motes in the air.” 

When Kate returned to the hospital the healing was 
evident. “The consultant radiologist asked if I’d started 
treatment. When I said no, she said, ‘It’s very odd but the 
cancer’s shrunk.’ That gave me such hope.” 

Kate was also filled with a profound sense of peace. 

She felt she should pray for a miracle. She underwent 
chemotherapy and made such good progress that the 
doctors reversed their earlier decision and operated. 
Surgery removed most, but not all of the cancer. 
Radiotherapy followed. The next scan concluded that 
there was no evidence of cancer in her body. 

“I believe I have been healed,” she says. “I went into 
treatment with the scripture, Psalm 118. 17, ‘I will not 
die but live, and will proclaim what the LORD has done.’ 
God uses all circumstances and he has used these,” 
says Kate, who is looking hopefully towards the future. 
“After ten wonderful years I am leaving World Vision, 
stepping out in faith looking for new ways to serve and 
declare the works of the Lord. Already the book has been 
a springboard for conversations and has opened up the 
opportunities to give hope to others.” 


Kate lives in Weston Underwood, near Olney with her 
husband John and daughters Aly and Emily. 

Win a book 

The Door has three 
copies of Kate's 
autobiography, 

Sea Changed 
as prizes in 
this month's 
competition. 

For the chance 
to win a copy 
simply answer 
the following 
question: 
which Milton 
Keynes based 
international 
development 
charity has 

Kate been working for? Send your answers to 
reception@oxford.anglican.org or to Sea Changed 
Competition, the Door, Church House Oxford, 
Langford Lane, Kidlington, 0X5 IGF. The deadline 
for entries is Monday 1 3 March. 
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Audio version 

Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
version of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227. 
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Journalist and PR professional 
Kate Nicholas has a story she is 
passionate about sharing. She 
believes she has been healed 
of inoperable, life-threating 
cancer. Here Kate tells Sarah 
Meyrick how her illness saw her 
reflecting on God's work in her 
life and inspired her to write an 
autobiography. 

K ate started writing Sea Changed 
while she was under treatment as 
a legacy for her children. “At the 
time I had stage 4 cancer around 
my heart and the prognosis was not good. 

I wanted them to understand how much 
God loved me. When I realised I was going 
to survive, it became something bigger.” 

Until then she’d always lived life “at 
a hundred miles an hour”. She’d been a 
journalist at the top of her game when, 
a decade ago, she changed direction 
and went to work for the international 
development charity World Vision, first 
as Head of Communications for the UK, 
and then globally, with responsibility for 
communications across 100 countries. 

“...the surest path to 
God isn't necessarily a 
straight line” 

“Sometimes God brings you to a 
standstill,” she says. “Strangely, [the 
illness] was a gift. I had written journals 
all my life, and I started to read them. I 
thought ‘Oh my goodness’, as I could see 
God at work.” She used the journals as a 
basis for her book. Her account is frank. “I 
wanted to reassure people that the surest 
path to God isn’t necessarily a straight 
line,” she says. “This is the unvarnished 
version. It’s in your failings that people can 
connect, not your perfection.” When her 
parents met, her mother was a journalist 
and her father worked in advertising. 

They left London for life in rural north 
Buckinghamshire, where she and her 



Kate Nicholas being interviewed in Olney. Photo: Sarah Meyrick. 


family still live. Kate was raised a Baptist 
but struggled with faith. 

“I was very influenced by my father 
who was bipolar, and waged war on God 
and the world,” she says. “I was terrified 
he would take his own life. I couldn’t 
understand how God could love my father 
but let him suffer so much. I turned my 
back and walked away because I was angry. 
But I realised that God was not going to let 
me go.” 

Nonetheless, even as a young child 
she had a strong sense of the numinous. 
After a few years in the world of work she 
went travelling. “I studied but rejected 
Buddhism. In the deserts of Australia, 

I encountered a sense of the numinous 
so powerful that I understood how 


the indigenous people felt in constant 
connection with their Creator. A world 
without God made no sense.” There she 
met John. “I’m so blessed to have my 
soulmate,” she says. “I’ve learned so much 
from him. He is truly a godly man. He is 
a Catholic and struggles with that but 
he’s so supportive of my faith and of our 
children being brought up in the Church of 
England. Meeting him changed my life in 
so many ways.” 

Kate and John returned to the UK, 
married and set up home. Her faith was 
growing: at first it made sense at an 
intellectual level. “I read voraciously. I still 
didn’t know Jesus but I accepted who he 
was.” Then one day in church something 
extraordinary happened when she went 


up for a blessing. “I knelt at the altar. The 
Rector put his hands on my head and I 
was filled with light. I was lifted up. It was 
as if God had been a whisper until then, 
but afterwards he was speaking through 
a megaphone. My hair stood up on end 
- I felt blasted with love and light. Jesus 
broke through. He was there, with me, 
beside me, and his presence made sense. 
Until that point it was if I was standing on 
the outside, looking in.” 

“He was there with 
me, beside me, and his 
presence made sense” 

This was the beginning of an upheaval. 
“God turned my life upside down. He called 
me to World Vision, which has been one 
of the great blessings of my life. It’s been 
a fundamental part of my faith journey. 

I’ve been to some of the toughest places 
on the planet and met some extraordinary 
grace-filled individuals who have made 
me realise Christ is alive and working in 
the world today.” With a demanding job 
that saw her travelling the world, Kate’s 
life was full when she was diagnosed with 
stage 3 breast cancer in August 2014. “It 
had spread locally and they said it was 
inoperable. A few weeks later they found 
the pericardial sac around my heart, which 
was stage 4 and advanced. 

“Through Google I found a report in a 
respected medical journal that said 85 
per cent of people diagnosed with cancer 
around their hearts die within 12 months.” 
At that point she gave up on Google and 
started to focus on the Bible. “I began to 
study, and found that God’s perfect will 
is to heal. There are all these accounts of 
healing in the Bible. ‘I am the God who 
heals,’ it says in Exodus.” 

Kate found her way to a branch of the 
Christian Healing Mission in Bletchley. 
“Because I had travelled internationally, 

I had seen US style healing and I was 
expecting some kind of theatre. Instead, a 
middle-aged lady invited me in for a cup of 
tea and a biscuit.” 

Continued on page 15... 
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 

TRADITION IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT 

LATER LIFE PLANNING, TRADITIONAL | 
AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS & 
MEMORIALS, BEREAVEMENT CARE 

F I F7H G E NF RAT ION FAM I LY BUS > N F S S 
HEAD OFFICE READING 0118957 3660 
W W W- AB WAL K E R.CO. UK 


line 


Stained! Glass 



01494 * 771712 
David Was ley MA * FMGP 


www Jrdnuillenn ium artists. co.uk 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0317 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 

TEL (01993) 886802 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


"The Prayer 
Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 

Rowan Williams 



0118 984 2582 
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1099295 


Join us. pbs.org.uk 




STAINED GLASS 
ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN 


Design, Restoration 
and Installation of all 
traditional leaded light 
window and door panels 

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass 

Expert church window 
and stained glass cleaning 
service 

Commissions undertaken 
Residential and 
Ecclesiastical 

EST 1 990 with over 
40 years experience 


0 LEADCRAFT 

STAINED GLASS STUDIO 


3 Malthouse Lane, 
Reading RG I 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
By appointment only 


barrydavis 1 955@btinternet.com 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 









A 16 th Century Where's Wally 


by the Very Revd Professor Martyn Percy 

W hen we talk about Jesus 
as ‘the Word made flesh’, 
we are making an amazing 
statement about God in 
our midst. That God feels, sees, hears and 
senses as we do. In the midst of great 
throngs, who were often pressing hard 
on him, and presumably jostling him too, 
Jesus was always strangely alert to other 
things. But alert to what, exactly? We 
already know that Jesus was somebody 
who healed nobodies. The gospels in 
most cases don’t even bother to name the 
afflicted individuals. 

“The people Jesus healed 
were mostly outsiders 
whose storie were 
‘unpublished 

The people Jesus healed were 
mostly outsiders, whose stories were 
‘unpublished’, which is the literal meaning 
of the word ‘anecdote’. It is the small, 
unpublished stories that Jesus constantly 
turns to. The small man who cannot see, 
Jesus sees. The small voice in the crowd, 
to whom all else are deaf, Jesus hears. 

For the untouched body in the pressing 
throng, that all will flinch from, Jesus feels 
and embraces. For the person that no-one 
associates with, Jesus will feast with them, 
savouring their food and drink, their meals 
and hospitality. The incarnate body of 
Jesus is richly sensate to the ‘unpublished’. 

So, this is an incarnate body that feels 
and touches, smells and hears, sees and 
tastes. And that is what John’s gospel 
means when it says ‘the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth’. The grace here is the grace of 
God; he loves the unloved; and seeks the 
lost. All are loved equally by God. So Jesus 
dwells with his people, beginning with the 
most marginalised. 

“...this is an incarnate 
body that feels and 
touches , smells and 
hears, sees and tastes .” 

I chose the painting from Breughel to 
illustrate Jesus among us - and at the 
darkest time of our year, in winter. It is 
a bright picture, but bleak too. Fittingly, 
our painting features a scene that is all too 
familiar at this time of year: people waiting 
in a long, slow queue. Perhaps for the 
winter sales? Or just for their winter fuel 
allowance? You can almost feel the cold. 



The Census at Bethlehem (oil on panel) by Brueghel, Pieter the Younger . Mu see des Beaux-Arts, Arras, France. 
Copyright: www.bridgemanimages.com 


They are waiting: queuing to have their 
names taken by some officials who sit on 
the veranda. One can imagine the long 
delays; the boredom of children in the long 
line of people waiting to be processed; the 
tedium of a long journey simply to give 
your name, address and occupation. 

In Pieter Brueghel the Younger’s The 
Census at Bethlehem (painted around 
1580), we are offered a contemporary take 
on the story of the incarnation. His picture 
is filled with men, women, children and 
animals, going about the common business 
of living. 

There are hundreds of figures in this 
village scene, going about their daily 
chores: no-one sees anything unusual. In 
this winter scene, children skate and lob 
snowballs. Others warm themselves by 
stoves, and watch the world go by. The 
extensive amount of wintry snow makes 
this a chilly, slightly forbidding picture. 

Brueghel wants us to enter into the 
village and orient ourselves as any other 
visitor would have done. When we get our 
bearings we notice that a crowd of people 
is collecting in front of the building in the 
foreground to the left. Just inside, some 
men sit at a table examining documents, 


and making notes in a ledger. The villagers 
crowd around waiting to be examined; 
there seems to be a lot going on. 

Reading the painting from left to right 
we can’t help noticing two large wooden Os 
made by the wheels of some hay wagons. 
Here, the circle has been universally 
accepted as the symbol of eternity and 
everlasting existence. 

As the monogram for God it stands for 
both the perfection and the eternity of 
God. Then we notice a young woman on 
a horse led by a man on foot. The woman 
is almost hidden by her heavy winter 
clothing but we realize this is Mary. 

“...to look for Christ in 
the ordinary bustle of 
waiting and queuing...” 

So we turn to Brueghel’s intention as an 
artist, who deliberately loses Mary and 
Joseph in the crowd, and conceals Mary’s 
pregnancy under a heavy winter coat. 

He seems to be saying we must actively 
look for Jesus. This is a kind of sixteenth 
century Where’s Wally? 


In Bruegel’s picture, heaven has come 
to earth. Bruegel instructs us to look for 
Christ in the ordinary bustle of waiting 
and queuing; for Jesus is in the midst 
of us. Even in the depths of a dark, cold 
winter, Jesus comes to abide with us. So 
most of the characters he portrays do not 
sense, see or hear anything unusual at all. 
They go about their daily business. 

Yet Jesus is already in their midst. 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s poem puts it 
well: 

Earth’s crammed with heaven, 

And every common bush afire with God; 

But only he who sees, takes off his shoes - 
The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries. 

The Very Revd Professor Martyn Percy 
is the Dean of Christ Church, Oxford. 


For more from the Very Revd 
Professor Martyn Percy and Christ 
Church, Oxford, see http://www. 
chch.ox.ac.uk/ 
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lessed is the man -3 
* who walks not in the" 
counsel of the'wicked, 
^nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sits in' 

; the seat of scoff ersfbut 
his delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and on his 
^ law heTneditates day 
^mclnight. He is like a ? 
tree planted by streams 
of water that yields 
its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not 
wither In all that ne^ 
does, he prospers. The 
wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that 
the wind drives away 
Therefore the wicked 
will not stand in the 
judgment, hor sinners 
in the congregation of 
the righteous; for the 
Lord knows the way 4 
the righteous, but the’ 
way of the wicked will [i 


Psalm 1 (ESV) 


Photo: www.sxc.hu 


March prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local condit 


Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will he able 
to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8:38-39 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

WEDNESDAY 1 Long Crendon with 
Chearsley and Nether Winchendon: 

Richard Phillips, Robert Hutton and 
John Scholefield. For those leading 
and gathering for our benefice Lent 
Course. For our relationships with local 
schools and pre-schools as we prepare 
for Easter. 

THURSDAY 2 Risborough: David 
Williams, James Tomkins, Tony 
Bundock, Jennifer Locke, Daniel 
Beesley and Ryan Romano. For two of 
our local charities, The Princes Centre 
and Saunderton Lodge, and the work 
that they do with vulnerable people. 

For our Rector, David Williams, who is 
on sabbatical looking at mission and 
how we as a benefice implement his 
findings in our different contexts. St 
Johns Combined School Lacey Green, 
Speen School, Monks Risborough 
Primary School and Longwick 
Combined School. 

FRIDAY 3 Britwell: Neil McCathie. For 
the church Away Day on 11 March, 
when we are looking at reviewing our 


vision for mission. For meeting the 
needs of youth in the church and the 
locality now that the church has been 
without a youth worker for over a year. 

SATURDAY 4 Holy Trinity, Walton: 

Andrew Blyth, Peter Wheeler, 

Martin Roper, Glynis Axtell, Andrew 
Turnbull-Ross and Amy Henderson. 

For developing our vision to serve as 
a resource church. For discernment as 
the church goes into vacancy. 

MONDAY 6 Worminghall with Ickford, 
Oakley and Shabbington: David 
Kaboleh and Susan Small. For the 
growth of confidence in Christ in our 
leadership team. For the conversion of 
souls. Oakley Combined School. 

TUESDAY 7 Wychert Vale: Margot 
Hodson, Philip Groves, Nadine Rose, 
Olive Kuhrt, Nigel Feathers ton, Adrian 
Collier and Avril Clark. Praise God for 
the first year of our new benefice and 
for our new team. Pray that we will 
continue to grow together and get 
to know each other, that we build a 
strong foundation. For our ministry in 
schools and with families, that we will 
continue to grow the next generation 
of Christian disciples. Cuddington and 
Dinton School, Haddenham St Marys 
School and Stone Combined School. 

WEDNESDAY 8 Bracknell Deanery: 

Darrell Hannah, Andy Glaze, Jan Glaze, 
Catriona Cappleman, Jenny Sistig 
and Pamela Grigg. For Holy Trinity, 
Sunningdale during the interregnum. 
For St Michaels, Warfield during the 
interregnum and the 2Restore process. 

THURSDAY 9 Ascot Heath: Darrell 
Hannah , Patrick Gilday, Pamela Davey 
and Sheila Shringley. Give thanks for 
the recent giving campaign. Pray for 
more lay leaders to emerge. Ascot 
Heath School. 


Bishop Alan confirming at Mursley and 
Swanbourne House School. 

FRIDAY 10 Binfield: Luke Taylor 
and Nigel Richards. Pray that our 
homeless night shelter on Tuesday 
nights from December to March, and 
our homeless drop in on Tuesdays 
from April to December, continue to 
serve those in need. Thank God for 
the team who carry out this ministry. 
Pray that our 3G group (3 Generations: 
grandparents, parents and children) 
continues to grow, and that the team 
grows with it. Binfield Primary School. 

Bishop Andrew confirming at Down 
House School. 

SATURDAY 11 Bracknell: Les 

Jesudason, Jim Barlow and Jessie 
Faerber. For our PCC away day 
discussions, focusing on our mission 
and engagement with the new town 
centre and new housing developments 
in our parish. We give thanks for 
the childrens and youth ministry 
and pray for its ongoing growth and 
establishment. For work starting on 
the second stage of the church re- 
roofing project. Ranelagh School. 

MONDAY 13 Easthampstead: Guy Cole, 
Peter Bestley, Catherine Bowstead and 
Nick Thompson. Give thanks for the 
continued growth of the congregations. 
Pray for the further development of 
lay ministry across the parish. For our 
Youth and Childrens Leader, David. 
Give thanks for the mission of our 
churches, St Michael and St Mary 
Magdalene, St Francis and St Clare, 
Jennetts Park, and the Church@the 
Pines, to the local community. Pray 
for the church primary schools, St 
Michaels and Jennetts Park. 

TUESDAY 14 Sunningdale: Dolapo 
Ogunbawo and Terry Ward-Hall. For 



Lent at Christ Church Cathedral 


Mothering Sunday, 26 March 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.50am Sung Matins 

11am Sung Eucharist 

6pm Choral Evensong 


Regular Sunday and weekday services continue as normal. For more 
information please use the contact details below. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 


Ash Wednesday, 1 March 

7.15am Morning Prayer 

7.35am Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes 

lpm Holy Communion (BCP) 

6pm Return to Me: Readings and Music for Ash Wednesday 

with Ashing, followed by Holy Communion 


Compline will be sung at 9pm on Wednesdays during Lent beginning on 
8 March. 
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ions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 


Coming and Goings 


The Revd Dr Justyn Terry has taken up 
post as Academic Dean at Wycliffe Hall; 
The Revd Joan Hicks will take up post as 
Vicar of Cox Green; The Revd Dr William 
Lamb will take up post as Vicar of St Mary 
the Virgin, Oxford; The Revd Shemil 
Mathew will take up post as Chaplain 
of Oxford Brookes University; The Revd 
Margaret Dixon will take up post as Vicar 
of North Leigh; The Revd Chukwuemeka 
Iwuagwu has taken up post as Associate 
Minister of St Andrews, Great Linford; 

The Revd Prof Judith Brown has taken 
up post as Chaplain of Brasenose College; 


The Revd Philip Atkinson has taken 
up post as Curate of St Peters, Coventry; 
The Revd Bruce Russell will take up post 
as Succentor of the College of St George, 
Windsor; The Revd Andrew Blyth will 
take up post as Team Rector of Trinity and 
St Pauls, Cheltenham. 

We recall with sadness the death of The 

Very Revd Robert Jeffery. 

The following have been given permission 
to officiate: The Revd James Finnemore; 
The Revd Joshua Caler; The Revd Nina 
Oskarsdottir. 


LIVING 



CREATING VIBRANT 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 


the families of Barbara O’Grady, Hilda 
Butters, Marion Smith, Bill Ryder. 

For discernment and wisdom in the 
selection process for a new incumbent. 
Holy Trinity Primary School, 
Sunningdale. 

WEDNESDAY 15 Warfield: Katie 
Urban, Dave Cappleman, Sam 
Mortimer, Michael Summers and 
Hannah Jenkinson. Warfield Primary 
School. 

THURSDAY 16 Winkfield and 
Cranbourne: Huw Mordecai, Mary 
Knight, Jacki Thomas, Mike Thomas 
and Stuart Ager. Give thanks for our 
new youth group Exodus (years 6-9). 
Pray that our Stewardship Campaign 
would result in more people offering 
themselves for ministry of all kinds. 
Winkfield St Marys School. 

FRIDAY 17 Sunninghill and South 
Ascot: Stephen Johnson, Mary Nichols 
and Michael Francescon. Cheapside 
Primary School and St Michaels 
Primary School, Sunninghill. 

SATURDAY 18 Deanery of Burnham 
and Slough: Rod Cosh, Mark Johnson, 
Jill Bell, Sheila Warburton, Allen 
Walker, Linda Hillier, Richard Rooley, 
Michael Wilcockson, Stephen Gray, 
Rupert Demery, Paul Hess, Mark 
Jones, Vera Hunt and Roger Williams. 
For even greater collaboration in the 
deanery. For those who are homeless 
and those helping with the Night 
Shelter across the parishes. 

MONDAY 20 Burnham: Bill Jackson, 

Ian Fordyce and Barry Marsden. For St 
Peters, Burnham ministry team and 
for our Cornerstone Project and its 
volunteers. St Peters Primary School, 
Burnham. 

TUESDAY 21 Cippenham: Janet 
Minkkinen. For our Licensed Lay 
Minister in training, Angeline, and 
those in the church who support her. 
For our new Mission Action Plan as we 
look at ministry with teenagers. Give 
thanks for our deepening relationships 
with our Roman Catholic brothers and 
sisters with whom we share the church 
building. 

WEDNESDAY 22 Eton, Eton Wick and 
Boveney and Dorney: La Stacey and 
Alison Hassall. For the strengthening 
of our links with the three schools in 
the benefice, especially for our new 
childrens service and youth Alpha 
meeting. For our ministry team and for 
those doing training. Eton Porny First 
School, Eton Wick First School. 

THURSDAY 23 Hitcham: Alan Pledger 


and Mary Howarth. For wisdom and 
strength for all the lay leaders and 
visiting clergy that are sustaining us 
during our interregnum. Pray that 
the right person answers Gods call to 
become the next Vicar of Hitcham and 
that those involved in the recruitment 
process have discernment to hear Gods 
plans. 

Bishop Alan confirming at Pipers Corner 
School. 

FRIDAY 24 Taplow and Dropmore: Phil 
Taylor, Anne Martin, Judy Norbrom and 
Sue Blore. For the Revd Jane Cresswell 
as she is licensed as Vicar of Taplow 
and Dropmore and Schools Facilitator 
for the Jubilee River Group. For the 
congregation of Taplow and Dropmore 
as they welcome Jane and embark on 
the next steps in their spiritual journey 
and seek to serve their communities. St 
Nicolas’ Combined School. 

SATURDAY 25 Colnbrook and Datchet: 

Peter Wyard. Pray that God will work 
powerfully in people’s lives through 
the current Alpha course. For the 
development of lay leadership in both 
churches, especially for those on the 
current Growing Leaders course. For 
discernment as we review our pattern 
of services. For Peter Wyard as he copes 
with a much reduced ministry team. 
Colnbrook Primary School, Churchmead 
School and Datchet St Mary’s Primary 
School. 

MONDAY 27 Horton and Wraysbury: 

Colin Gibson, Joseph Fernandes, Mike 
Miller and Beryl Walters. Give thanks 


for people of traveller heritage who are 
being drawn into Christian faith and 
community. Pray for fresh vision as we 
seek God’s way for us to reach out to a 
new generation. 

TUESDAY 28 Langley Marish: Robin 
Grayson, Colin Hartley, Bruce Russell, 
Susan Lepp and Bill Birmingham. For the 
process of appointing a new Team Vicar 
to the parish over the coming months. 
For the ministry of the parish through 
the Slough Night Shelter and the Around 
Langley community magazine. 

WEDNESDAY 29 Upton-cum-Chalvey: 

Andrew Allen, Alistair Stewart and 
Robert Walker. For our Church 
schools, St Mary’s Primary and Slough 
and Eton Business and Enterprise 
College, amongst all others as we face 
the challenges presented by the new 
National Funding Formula. For our 
ministry in the new commercial and 
business properties going up in the 
centre of town. 

THURSDAY 30 Southcourt: Colin 
Hartley, Alan Foster and Tim Jarvis. 

FRIDAY 31 Farnham Royal with 
Hedgerley: Graham Saunders, Gordon 
Briggs and John Turkington. For wisdom 
as we renew our Mission Action Plan for 
2017-19. For volunteers to take courage 
to offer their service - in particular, for a 
new editor for the Farnhams Magazine. 
St Mary’s Farnham Royal Primary 
School. 


Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 5 Bishop Alan confirming in Wycombe Deanery. 

SUNDAY 12 Bishop Steven confirming at Radley College, 
Abingdon and St Aldate’s, Oxford. 

SUNDAY 19 Bishop Alan confirming at Aylesbury Dean- 
ery. 


SUNDAY 26 Pray for Alison Webster, Social Responsibility 
Adviser and Bethan Willis, Assistant Social Responsibility 
Adviser. 

A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2017 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh 



St Columba's House Jl 

Retreat and Conference Centre w ^ 

Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey, GU22 8AB 


10 Meeting Rooms 
31 Beds 

Chapel and Oratory 

01483 766498 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

Registered charity in England and Wales No. 240675 


The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 



Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 


E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 


Time Assured 

^ L 

1 M 1 T E D 

Expertise in Church Clocks 

Clock Servicing 
Clock Restoration 

Experienced 

Clockmakers 

Delivering Value 

Dial Restoration 

Night Silencing 
Clock Hammers 
Auto Winding 

National Coverage 

Member of the 

British Horological 
Institute 

Auto Regulation 

CHAS Registered 

Eg| : 

Blenheim Palace 

w: www.timeassured.com 
e: info@timeassured.com 
t: 01623 627 850 
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Walking with Jesus in 
The Holy Land 

Led by 

Bishop John Pritchard 

8th • 17th May 2017 


\ 


D 


'f DARCUS 


the novel 
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★★★★★ 

five star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk 



Treat yourself to a great read 



thedoorpost 

Events, conferences and workshops in March 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the April issue is Monday 6 March. 



FRIDAY 3 MARCH 

Wokingham: Womens World 
Day of Prayer Service to be held at 
Woosehill Church, Chestnut Ave, 
Wokingham, RG41 3RS at 7.30pm. 
All welcome. 

FRIDAY 10 - SUNDAY 12 
MARCH 

Great Missenden: God and 

Science Festival, St Peter and St 
Paul Church. Celebrate the joy and 
beauty of science and engineering. 
10am - 4pm each day. For more 
details go to missendenchurch.org. 
uk. 

SATURDAY 11 MARCH 

Watlington: The Pantaloons 
present Pride and Prejudice , St 
Leonard’s Church, 7.30pm. A 
cleverley adapted, joyous comic 
makeover of Jane Austen’s novel. 

Box office: 01491 612082. See www. 
thepantaloons.co.uk. 

Wash Common: Organ Recital 
with Clive Grant featuring works by 
J.S. Bach, William Walton, Olivier 
Messiaen, Jean Alain, Henri Mulet 
and Antonio Soler. St George’s 
Church, 4pm. Admission Free. 

Abingdon: The Hermitage 
Ensemble of St Petersburg will 
be giving a concert at St Helen’s 
Church in Abingdon at 7.30pm. 
These five gifted male singers will be 
performing unaccompanied choral 
music, to include both sacred works 
in the Orthodox tradition and folk 
and national songs of Russia. Tickets 
£10 (£8 concessions) at the door 
or from the Parish Office (01235 
520144, administrator@sthelens- 
abingdon.org.uk). Further details 
at www.sthelens-abingdon.org.uk/ 
Hermitage. 

SUNDAY 12 MARCH 

Great Missenden: ‘The God 
Principle,’ the first of a series of Lent 
talks; part of the Science Festival 
at St Peter and St Paul Church, 

4pm. Followed by a short service of 
Compline. 

WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH 

Tilehurst: Reading Concert 
Singers ‘Celebration Of Planet 
Earth’, St Mary Magdalen Church 
7.30pm. Programmes £8 (£4 Under 
16) at the door or phone 0118 
9425290. 


THURSDAY 16 MARCH 

Wraysbury: the Hermitage 
Ensemble present a Magical Concert 
of Russian Orthodox Choral and 
Popular Music by St Petersburg’s 
finest a cappella vocal group at St 
Andrew’s Church, 7pm. Tickets £10 
(£12 on the night) from Pennyfields 
or Revd Joseph Fernandes, 01753 
592524, joaufer@hotmail.com. 

FRIDAY 17 MARCH - FRIDAY 14 
APRIL 

Nationwide: Riding Lights 
Passion Play Crosslight goes on 
tour. ‘A fascinating psychological 
drama... The show asks questions 
of its audience about what we learn 
through failure, the importance 
of forgiveness and the power of 
redemption... Tremendous.’ (York 
Press) See https://ridinglights.org/ 
crosslight. 

SATURDAY 18 MARCH 

Chesham: Rowan Williams 
will be leading a Pelagos Lenten 
Retreat Day at St Mary’s Church. 

To book go to www.pelagos.co.uk/ 
rowanwilliamsretreatday. 

Upper Basildon: Christ’s Work... 
in creation, in redemption, in the 
new creation. A free study afternoon 
from 2.30- 6.30pm sponsored by 
the Open Bible Trust at St Stephen’s 
Church in Upper Basildon, near 
Pangbourne (RG8 8LS). It will be 


chaired by Michael Penny, Chair 
of Churches Together in Reading 
and author. The others speakers 
are Sylvia Penny, Andrew Marple 
and the author W. M. Henry. There 
is plenty of parking. For further 
information please email admin@ 
obt.org.uk or phone 01491-671357. 

SUNDAY 19 MARCH 

Bicester: Afternoon Concert, 

3.45pm, St Edburg’s Church, 
Bicester. Trinity Camerata with 
conductor Sam Launton. Featuring 
Sullivan’s Iolanthe - Overture; 
Mendelssohn’s Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Vaughan Williams’ 
Symphony No. 5. Tickets £10 on the 
door. Website: www.trinitycamerata. 
org. 

WEDNESDAY 22 MARCH 

Whitley: Reading Concert Singers 
‘Celebration of Planet Earth’, St 
Agnes Church, 7.30pm. Programmes 
£8 (£4 Under 16) at the door or 
phone 0118 9425290. 

WEDNESDAY 29 MARCH 

Burghfield: Vivace Voices Ladies’ 
Choir Spring Concert, 2.30pm at St 
Mary’s Church, Burghfield, RG30 
3TG. Entry £3 including programme 
and buffet tea. All proceeds to 
Daisy’s Dream, a charity for bereaved 
children and their families. 


Courses and training 


Realising your church project: Saturday 18 March, St 
Mary’s Church, Chalgrove, 9.30am - 4pm. If your church 
is considering works which are more than just routine 
repairs, you will find this a useful as well as enjoyable 
day of shared learning. £20 to include a light lunch. This 
event is organized by the Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust in partnership with the Oxford Diocesan Advisory 
Committee and the Parish of St Mary’s. To sign up and 
see the programme for the day go to www.ohct.org.uk and 
follow the links from the bottom of the home page. 

Training Day for Leaders of Short-Term Mission 
Teams: Saturday 18 March, Oxford. Topics include: 
leadership in a cross cultural context, group dynamics 
and spiritual/relational care, how to prepare and support 


a group and practicalities such as risk assessment, 
emergencies and UK legislation. Tickets £39 including 
lunch. Discounts for multiple bookings from the same 
church/institution. To book visit https://www.eventbrite. 
co .uk/ e/leaders- training-day- tickets-2 7875675897 
or for more information contact Helen.brook@ 
churchmissionsociety.org, 01865 787493. 

Ellel Ministries Teaching and Ministry Day: 

Saturday 25 March, The Clare Centre, Saunderton. 
‘Bringing the Essentials of the Healing Ministry of Jesus 
into the Local Church’ with David and Denise Cross. 
9.30am - 5.15pm. Booking essential. £28 including lunch 
and tea. Email roy.be@phonecoop.coop. 





